110        PARIS-CROSSING THE MARNE
It was also to be prepared to co-operate in the fighting
of the Second Army. Further, it was responsible for
the flank protection of the Army, and had to prevent
any fresh enemy concentrations in its zone of operations,
which, broadly speaking, meant the area Compi6gn.e~
Abbeville-Dieppe-Rouen-Mantes-Creil. The Second
Army, with the I. Cavalry Corps, was to advance by
La Fere and Laon on Paris. It had to capture Maubeuge
and later La Fere, and then, in conjunction with the
Third Army, to take Laon. These three Armies had
to act in co-operation with one another, giving mutual
support in the fighting in each other's sectors. Then
followed the statement that the strong resistance which
would be offered on the Aisne and later on the Marne
might necessitate a wheel inwards of the Armies from
a south-westerly to a southerly direction!
The First Army, as has been shown, at first continued
its advance from the Somme in a south-westerly
direction. According to the above instruction, the
intention was to move the three Armies in a more
westerly direction, so that the further advance of the
First Army would have to be made west of the Oise
towards "the line Rouen-Mantes at a formidable part of
the Seine. Its immediate objective would be to destroy
any enemy forces in that neighbourhood, and, if possible,
to drive th,em into the Seine and occupy the Seine
crossings. It was an attractive objective, but not to
be attained, since, the strength of the western wing
Annies being what it was, an advance in the direction
Beauvais-Vernon could only be made subject to the
possibility that part, if not the whole, of the First Army
might at any moment have to be wheeled inwards in an
easterly direction, to support the neighbouring Annies.
The inadequate strength of the western wing of the

